
THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ORCHESTRA

Bow Direction Detective
1 | Separate Bows
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

2.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

3.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

4.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

5.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

6.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

7.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

8.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

9.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

10.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ORCHESTRA

Bow Direction Detective
2 | Two-Note Slurs
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

2.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

3.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

4.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

5.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

6.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

7.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

8.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

9.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

10.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ORCHESTRA

Bow Direction Detective
3 | Mixed Bow Groups
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

2.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

3.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

4.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

5.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

6.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

7.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

8.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

9.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:

10.

Bow strokes: Next new bow:
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ORCHESTRA

Bow Direction Detective
4 | Repair the Bow Plan
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Each plan has ONE wrong letter. Circle it. Rewrite the complete correct plan
on the Fix lines. Follow the starting bow symbol, not the printed plan.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

Plan U U D U D D
Fix

2.

Plan U U U D D U
Fix

3.

Plan D D D D U U
Fix

4.

Plan D U U U D D
Fix

5.

Plan D D U D D D
Fix

6.

Plan U U U U U D
Fix

7.

Plan U D D D D U D
Fix

8.

Plan D D D U D D D
Fix

9.

Plan D D U D U U U
Fix

10.

Plan U U D U D D D
Fix
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Bow Direction Detective
1 | Separate Bows
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

D U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

2.

U D U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 U

3.

D U D U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:5 U

4.

U D U D U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:6 U

5.

D U D U D U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:7 U

6.

U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

7.

D U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 D

8.

U D U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:5 D

9.

D U D U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:6 D

10.

U D U D U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:7 D
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Bow Direction Detective
2 | Two-Note Slurs
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

D D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:2 D

2.

U U D U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

3.

D U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

4.

U D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

5.

D D U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

6.

U D D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

7.

D D U D D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

8.

U U D D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

9.

D U U D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 D

10.

U U D U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 U
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Bow Direction Detective
3 | Mixed Bow Groups
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Write D (down-bow) or U (up-bow) under EVERY note, including the first.
Count the bow strokes. Then name the direction of the next NEW bow stroke.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

D D D U D D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

2.

U D D D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

3.

D D U U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

4.

U U D U U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

5.

D D D U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

6.

U D D U U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 D

7.

U U U D U D D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 U

8.

D D U U D D D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:3 U

9.

D U U U D U U
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 D

10.

U U D U U U D
Bow strokes: Next new bow:4 U
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Bow Direction Detective
4 | Repair the Bow Plan
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Each plan has ONE wrong letter. Circle it. Rewrite the complete correct plan
on the Fix lines. Follow the starting bow symbol, not the printed plan.

= D = U Start as marked. Change direction for each new bow stroke.
A slur joins notes in ONE bow stroke. Keep the same letter beneath all of them.
Rhythm only: pitches are not shown. All curves above stems are bowing slurs.

1.

Plan U U D U D D
Fix U D D U D D

2.

Plan U U U D D U
Fix U U U D U U

3.

Plan D D D D U U
Fix D D U D U U

4.

Plan D U U U D D
Fix D U U U D U

5.

Plan D D U D D D
Fix D D U U D D

6.

Plan U U U U U D
Fix U D U U U D

7.

Plan U D D D D U D
Fix U U D D D U D

8.

Plan D D D U D D D
Fix D D D U U D D

9.

Plan D D U D U U U
Fix D U U D U U U

10.

Plan U U D U D D D
Fix U U D U U D D
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