
THE MUSIC EDUCATOR  /  CHOIR STUDENT WORKSHEET

Pickup Measure Puzzle
Complete the beat total for a supplied phrase model.

Name __________________________________    Date __________________

In this paper model, the pickup and the shortened final measure together equal one full measure. Use quarter-note
beats. These are supplied examples, not a rule that every piece must follow.

Model Reference

A 3/4: pickup 1 beat; final measure ?

B 4/4: pickup 1 beat; final measure ?

C 4/4: pickup 2 beats; final measure ?

D 3/4: pickup 1/2 beat; final measure ?

Use the model above. Write a brief answer for each item.

1. How many beats complete A? 2. How many beats complete B?

3. How many beats complete C? 4. How many beats complete D?

5. In A, on which beat of the implied 3-beat measure
is the pickup?

6. In B, on which beat of the implied 4-beat measure
is the pickup?

7. In C, which beats form the two-beat pickup? 8. Does a pickup automatically change the meter?
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR  /  CHOIR ANSWER KEY

Pickup Measure Puzzle
Complete the beat total for a supplied phrase model.

Name __________________________________    Date __________________

In this paper model, the pickup and the shortened final measure together equal one full measure. Use quarter-note
beats. These are supplied examples, not a rule that every piece must follow.

Model Reference

A 3/4: pickup 1 beat; final measure ?

B 4/4: pickup 1 beat; final measure ?

C 4/4: pickup 2 beats; final measure ?

D 3/4: pickup 1/2 beat; final measure ?

Use the model above. Write a brief answer for each item.

1. How many beats complete A?

2.

2. How many beats complete B?

3.

3. How many beats complete C?

2.

4. How many beats complete D?

2 1/2.

5. In A, on which beat of the implied 3-beat measure
is the pickup?

Beat 3.

6. In B, on which beat of the implied 4-beat measure
is the pickup?

Beat 4.

7. In C, which beats form the two-beat pickup?

Beats 3 and 4.

8. Does a pickup automatically change the meter?

No. It is an incomplete opening measure.
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