
THE MUSIC EDUCATOR MUSIC THEORY

Dynamics Detective
Follow the Volume
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Read each musical direction from left to right. Use the clues to describe
the starting loudness, ending loudness, and gradual change in items 1-6.

QUICK CLUES: SOFTEST TO LOUDEST

pp
very soft

p
soft

mp
moderately soft

mf
moderately loud

f
loud

ff
very loud

Opening hairpin = crescendo (louder). Closing = diminuendo (softer).

1.

p f
Start:

End:

Change:

2.

f p
Start:

End:

Change:

3.

mp mf
Start:

End:

Change:

4.

mf mp
Start:

End:

Change:

5.

pp p
Start:

End:

Change:

6.

ff f
Start:

End:

Change:
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Dynamics Detective
Follow the Volume
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Read each musical direction from left to right. Use the clues to describe
the starting loudness, ending loudness, and gradual change in items 1-6.

QUICK CLUES: SOFTEST TO LOUDEST

pp
very soft

p
soft

mp
moderately soft

mf
moderately loud

f
loud

ff
very loud

Opening hairpin = crescendo (louder). Closing = diminuendo (softer).

1.

p f
Start: soft

End: loud

Change: gradually louder

2.

f p
Start: loud

End: soft

Change: gradually softer

3.

mp mf
Start: moderately soft

End: moderately loud

Change: gradually louder

4.

mf mp
Start: moderately loud

End: moderately soft

Change: gradually softer

5.

pp p
Start: very soft

End: soft

Change: gradually louder

6.

ff f
Start: very loud

End: loud

Change: gradually softer
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