
THE MUSIC EDUCATOR MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Fades and Smooth Joins
Choose a fade, read an overlap, check by listening

Name: Date:

Study the level shapes and the overlap timeline. Time moves left to right. Use fade-in, fade-out, or
crossfade where asked.

QUICK CLUE
A fade changes level gradually. A crossfade overlaps two sounds: one fades out as the other fades in. Always listen
to the result.

LEVEL SHAPES OVERLAP TIMELINE

Shape A

0 2 s

Shape B

0 2 s
Up = higher level; down = lower level.

Clip 1

Clip 2

0 2 4 6 8 10
TIME (SECONDS)

The sloping lines show level change, not pitch. No speed changes.

1. Shape A rises from silence. Name the fade.

2. Shape B falls toward silence. Name the fade.

3. Both clips play from 4 to 6 seconds. How long is their overlap?

4. Clip 1 fades out while Clip 2 fades in. Name this transition.

5. The clips are each 6 seconds long. Why does the combined timeline end at 10, not 12?

6. A fade hides the first word of a sentence. Keep it or revise it? Explain.

For explanation questions, give a clear reason for your choice.

MusicEducatorPodcast.com  |  Free classroom printable Student worksheet  |  1 of 2



THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Fades and Smooth Joins
Choose a fade, read an overlap, check by listening

Name: Date:

Study the level shapes and the overlap timeline. Time moves left to right. Use fade-in, fade-out, or
crossfade where asked.

QUICK CLUE
A fade changes level gradually. A crossfade overlaps two sounds: one fades out as the other fades in. Always listen
to the result.

LEVEL SHAPES OVERLAP TIMELINE

Shape A

0 2 s

Shape B

0 2 s
Up = higher level; down = lower level.

Clip 1

Clip 2

0 2 4 6 8 10
TIME (SECONDS)

The sloping lines show level change, not pitch. No speed changes.

1. Shape A rises from silence. Name the fade.

Fade-in.

2. Shape B falls toward silence. Name the fade.

Fade-out.

3. Both clips play from 4 to 6 seconds. How long is their overlap?

6 - 4 = 2 seconds.

4. Clip 1 fades out while Clip 2 fades in. Name this transition.

Crossfade.

5. The clips are each 6 seconds long. Why does the combined timeline end at 10, not 12?

They overlap for 2 seconds: 6 + 6 - 2 = 10.

6. A fade hides the first word of a sentence. Keep it or revise it? Explain.

Revise it. Shorten or move the fade so the first word stays clear; listen again.
Also accept: undo the fade and choose a different boundary or fade length.

For explanation questions, accept equivalent well-reasoned responses.
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