
THE MUSIC EDUCATOR MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Timeline Detective
Read a Multitrack Arrangement
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Use the original timeline for questions 1-4. For 5 and 6, imagine each
edit separately. Write your answers on the lines.

QUICK CLUES
Each column is one bar. Each row is a track. A shaded clip plays
through every bar it covers. Mute silences a track without deleting its clips.

ORIGINAL TIMELINE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8Bar

Drums

Bass

Melody

Sound FX

Assume all tracks are audible; no clips are muted in this original timeline.

1. Which track begins at bar 3?

2. For how many bars does the melody play?

3. Which two tracks play during bar 4?

4. How many tracks play during bar 8?

5. Move the entire melody clip 2 bars earlier.
At which bar will it begin?

6. Mute the Bass track without moving any clips.
Which tracks will you hear during bar 6?
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THE MUSIC EDUCATOR ANSWER KEY

Timeline Detective
Read a Multitrack Arrangement
Name: ______________________________     Date: _________________

Use the original timeline for questions 1-4. For 5 and 6, imagine each
edit separately. Write your answers on the lines.

QUICK CLUES
Each column is one bar. Each row is a track. A shaded clip plays
through every bar it covers. Mute silences a track without deleting its clips.

ORIGINAL TIMELINE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8Bar

Drums

Bass

Melody

Sound FX

Assume all tracks are audible; no clips are muted in this original timeline.

1. Which track begins at bar 3?

Bass.

2. For how many bars does the melody play?

4 bars (5, 6, 7, and 8).

3. Which two tracks play during bar 4?

Drums and Bass.

4. How many tracks play during bar 8?

4 tracks.

5. Move the entire melody clip 2 bars earlier.
At which bar will it begin?
Bar 3. The clip would cover bars 3-6.

6. Mute the Bass track without moving any clips.
Which tracks will you hear during bar 6?
Drums and Melody.
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